Identification of a human ribosomal protein mRNA with increased expression in colorectal tumours.
A human ribosomal protein cDNA was selected from a normal colon cDNA library on the basis of overexpression in familial adenomatous polyposis. Nucleotide sequence analysis was used to identify this cDNA as corresponding to the human equivalent of the rat ribosomal protein L31 (HL31). We have quantified the expression of HL31 mRNA in colorectal tumours and found overexpression in 23 out of 23 cases. Our results indicate that HL31 is associated with a malfunction of normal growth regulatory mechanisms in these tumours, and suggest a role for HL31 in proliferation and neoplasia.